
 

St. George Catholic Church 
19199 St. George’s Church Road 

Valley Lee, MD 20692 

PH: 301-994-0607 • FAX: 301-994-1793 

May 19, 2020 

Dear St. George Parishioners, 

I am writing to let you know that we are planning to begin offering “in-person” Masses here at St. 

George on Sunday, May 31. Our parish staff has been working very hard to establish a plan that does 

everything we reasonably can to make this a safe reopening for those who are able to attend. 

The seriousness of this pandemic dictates that we follow the guidelines and safety measures given 

not only by State and Local authorities and health officials, but also by the Archdiocese of 

Washington. Therefore, please understand that the logistics and schedule required to offer public 

Masses and liturgies under these guidelines will be very different than the last time you attended 

Mass. We know it seems very business-like and not the church that we are all accustomed to, but in 

order to ensure the safety of everyone, we must do things a little differently right now. Please read 

the following carefully to facilitate a smooth reopening. 

Mass Obligation Dispensed 

 The dispensation from the Sunday and Holy Day obligation remains in effect and you 

may make the decision to remain at home even as we offer public Masses. This includes, 

but is not limited to those with COVID-19 or exposed to it, as well as those with upper 

respiratory or flu like symptoms or underlying medical conditions, the sick, the elderly, those 

who are living with or in the presence of any individual at risk, or those that still do not feel 

comfortable being in a public setting. When in doubt, out of charity for others, please stay 

home. 

Weekend Mass Schedule 
• Beginning Sunday, May 31, we will offer ‘in-person’ Mass at 10:00am. 

• We will continue to live-stream our Sunday Mass at 10:00am. 

Weekday Masses 
• Beginning Tuesday, June 2 the weekday ‘in-person’ Masses will be offered at 9:00 am. 

Please see instructions for weekday Masses at the end of this letter. 

Confessions 
• Confessions will continue to be heard on Saturdays at 4:00 pm outside, either in Mary’s 

Garden or on the office porch, where social distancing can be maintained. 

Face Masks Requirements/Hand Sanitizer 
• You are required to wear face masks (covering both nose and mouth) while on church 

grounds, especially while in the buildings. If you choose to wear protective gloves, they must 

be removed prior to receiving Communion on the hand. 

• We will also ask everyone to use hand sanitizer upon entering the church. You may choose to 

bring your own sanitizer, but please apply it in the vestibule. 

Liturgical Ministers 
• Only the priest, deacon, lector and seminarian will be in the sanctuary and serving during 

Mass. No altar servers will be serving Mass at this time. We will continue to have music, but 

singing will be limited in nature. 



Books 
• All Hymnals have been removed. Sunday Readings, responses, and music lyrics can be found 

in the worship aid posted on our parish website. (www.stgeorgercc.org) We recommend that 

you use your own electronic device to access these during Mass as only a limited number of 

single use copies will be available. These paper copies must be disposed of after each Mass. 

• Books, pamphlets and other such items that are available in the vestibule may be taken with 

you. However, please do not browse items and return them to the shelf as those items will 

have to be removed per policy. 

• Do not bring items from home and leave them in the vestibule for others, as they will be 

immediately discarded. 

• In following the instruction not to have common use items, we have removed our parish Book 

of Intentions from the vestibule. You may still add names to this book by calling or emailing 

the parish office and we will enter them for you. We will continue to pray for everyone at each 

Mass. 

Bathrooms 

• Our church bathrooms will only be available for emergency situations as it is required that 

they be sanitized after each use. Please consider the bathrooms unavailable for use. If you 

have an emergency situation, after using the restroom, please turn the sign on the door around 

so that we know it needs to be sanitized. 

Calming Room 

 Our Calming Room will be closed for the foreseeable future. If you have a child that must be 

taken outside, please coordinate with an usher so that you can return to Mass. 

Bulletins 

• Bulletins will no longer be distributed. They can be viewed on our parish website 

(www.stgeorgercc.org) and will be emailed to all parishioners whose email address is in our 

system. 

Attending Mass/Seating 

• Given the new occupancy restrictions and social distancing requirements, we are only able to 

accommodate 20 families in the church per Mass. 

• We will be using a first-come, first-served telephone reservation system to facilitate this 

process. Out of consideration for others, please refrain from signing up for more than one 

Sunday Mass per month. We may reevaluate how many Masses we will offer based on 

response. 

• Reservations to attend Mass may be made by parishioners who are listed in our official census 

by calling the office Tuesdays – Thursdays, 10am – 2pm at 301-994-0607. Please note: We 

will not take reservations for each Sunday until the Tuesday prior beginning at 10 am. 

Messages left on the answering machine prior to this time will not be accommodated. On 

Fridays (10am – 2pm), if there are slots still available, we will take reservations from those 

who do not appear on our census list, or wish to go a second time during the month. 

• Those from other parishes, visitors and walk-ins cannot be accommodated at this time. (We 

have several people who attend our Masses regularly, but have never registered. Please 

register if you wish to attend Mass, as our secretary will only have the names of those who 

have filled out a form.) 

• If you have reserved a spot and find yourself ill or otherwise unable to attend, please call the 

parish office to cancel your reservation so that someone else may have the opportunity to 

attend. 

• If you have the ability to stream Mass to a device in your car and are unable to reserve a space 

in the church, you may attend Mass ‘in your car in the parking lot,’ provided that you 

participate in the liturgy and stay until the final blessing. Everyone is welcome to participate 

in this way – visitors, etc. 

http://www.stgeorgercc.org/


Entering/Seating 
• When arriving at church, only the side entrances in the vestibule will be open. Please keep 

socially distanced from other households as you enter, leaving time for ushers to seat families 

who arrive before you. 

• Everyone will be seated by Ushers as they arrive, from the front of the church to the back. 

• Please allow extra time to be seated and please understand that you will not choose where you 

sit. 

• Ushers will start seating 15 minutes before Mass begins. Please remain in your vehicle until 

the doors open to enter the church and do not congregate by the entrance before or after 

Masses. 

Communion 
• All Catholics present who are in a state of grace are invited to receive Communion at this 

time. 

• Those who have health concerns and do not wish to receive sacramental Communion may 

make an Act of Spiritual Communion which can be found in your worship aid and led by the 

Cantor before the Communion Song begins. 

• Those who will not receive communion should not come forward with hands crossed for a 

blessing; there is a blessing for everyone at the end of Mass. 

• Children who will not receive communion but who are old enough to remain quietly in their 

seat should do so, and not get in the line for Communion. 

• When you approach for Communion, please remain six feet from others in the line and from 

the minister. When it is your time to receive, keep your mask on and step up to the marked 

line. The minister will show the Host and say, “The Body of Christ.” After you respond, 

“Amen,” the minister will approach you and place the host in your hand, then step back. 

Place one hand under the other while keeping your fingers together, making “a throne for the 

King,” as St. Cyril of Jerusalem says. Receive the Host in your hand, wait for the minister to 

step back, then carefully loosen your facial covering (or mask) by an ear loop, consume the 

Host, and replace the facial covering. If the minister accidentally touches anyone’s hand, he 

will immediately disinfect his own hands. Parents are encouraged to assist their children in 

removing their face masks so the Body of Christ does not accidentally fall. 

• Although each person retains the right to receive on the tongue, the Centers for Disease 

Control have recommended against it; but more importantly, out of love for our brothers 

and sisters, and out of kind concern for the vulnerable and our sacred ministers, those who 

normally receive on the tongue are respectfully asked to consider receiving in the hand as a 

temporary measure. Receiving on the hand is a legitimate practice attested to in our Catholic 

Tradition since the ancient Church. The minister will immediately disinfect his hands after 

each communicant who receives on the tongue, even if no physical contact is made. 

• For those attending Mass from their car, masks must be worn to receive Communion. Ushers 

will assist you in lining up either at the handicap entrance of the vestibule, or the side door 

near the Sacred Heart of Jesus statue, maintaining social distance. After Communion has been 

distributed to those inside the church, our ministers will come to the doors to distribute 

Communion in the same manner as above. We regret that if it is raining, we will not be able 

to distribute Communion to those outside. 

Collection 
• Ushers will use our long-handled baskets to collect the offertory as usual. Please try to drop 

your offering in the basket without touching the basket itself. 

  



Dismissal 
• At the conclusion of Mass, the ushers will dismiss rows beginning from the back to the front 

of the church. There will not be any gathering permitted in the vestibule area, nor time for 

personal prayer after Mass at this time. As you go to your car, please keep socially distanced 

from other households as you leave. After the dismissal of the last pew, we will be sanitizing 

all the pews, touch surfaces and common area surfaces. The archdiocese has mandated that 

there be no gatherings of any size before or after Masses at the current time. 

Weekday Mass Instructions 

• Most of the same instructions for weekend Mass are the same for daily Mass, with the 

exception of a reservation requirement. Without ushers, we will rely on you to follow current 

policies. 

• Entrance/exit should be by the side vestibule doors. Only 20 families will be allowed inside. 

If that number is reached, the doors will be locked. 

• You are required to wear a mask and sanitize your hands upon entry. Please seat yourselves 

only in the open pews.  

• Follow all the instructions for Sunday Mass regarding Communion, etc.  

• If you choose to use one of the booklets, please take it with you. Do not leave it for others to 

use. No items that we normally recycle from day to day may be distributed or left in the 

church. Any used items will have to be discarded during the sanitation process following each 

Mass. Daily Mass readings can also be found on-line at www.usccb.org. You are permitted to 

use your own device during Mass to access the Mass readings and prayers. 

• All are welcome to stay for the rosary; once it is finished, please leave immediately so that we 

can sanitize the pews. The archdiocese has mandated that there be no gatherings of any size 

before or after Masses at the current time. 

Communication 

 Due to the cost of mailing things to our parishioners, we rely heavily on Flocknote (an 

email/text system.) If you wish to receive the most up to date parish news and have an email 

address or cell phone that receives text messages, please call (301-994-0607) or email 

(accounting.stgeorge.md@adw.org) our parish office so that we can add you to our list. 

Please be patient with us in implementing this plan and understand that we will make any changes 

deemed necessary to assure the safety of those attending, while also recognizing the importance of 

making the sacraments available. Thank you for helping our Masses to continue by following these 

temporary measures. 

May the peace of the Risen Christ be with you! 

In Christ, 

 

Rev. Paul Nguyen 

Pastor 

http://www.usccb.org/

